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Unit Background 
 

“My students just cannot do critical thinking…” 
 
Have you ever caught yourself saying this? Or, maybe you’ve heard other teachers say it, in your 

school or at a conference? 

 

Developing students critical thinking skills are often cited as being one of the most challenging 

aspects for teachers in MENA (and our 2021 Insights Index survey certainly reinforced this). And, 

while there are have been plenty of webinars and PD sessions explaining what critical thinking 'is' 

(how many times have you seen Bloom's Taxonomy?!), we feel like there often isn't a matching 

level of support for how to actually translate that into practice (i.e. going beyond critical thinking 

as simply ‘asking more questions’, and making it explicit and visible to students so they can see 

their progress over an extended period of time), as well as going beyond critical thinking and fully 

exploring how and where other forms of thinking affect what goes on during the learning process.  

 
“The essence of the independent mind lies not in  

what it thinks, but in how it thinks…” 
(Christopher Hitchens) 

 
 
In this FREE, bite-size, online Professional Development Module, we will examine this topic 

within the context of the MENA region, and then explore aspects such as: 

 
o Why is critical thinking such an important skill for students?  
o What does the research on thinking skills say? 
o Why do we often think students in MENA have such poor critical thinking skills?  
o What other thinking skills are there, and how do they work together during learning? 
o How can we maximise on opportunities to develop our student’s thinking skills? 
o Where and how do coursebook materials fit in? 
o How can we assess thinking skills? 



*Registration is open from 15th – 31st August, 2021 
 
 
Chapter One:  Reflective Survey (posted on August 22nd)  
 
After submitting the module registration form you will be invited to join our Digital Classroom. 
Once inside you will need to complete a short reflective survey introducing yourself and giving 
some general information regarding your views on, and how you currently approach, the module 
topic in your current teaching context, as well as your goals/expectations for the module. (30 mins) 
 
 
Chapter Two:  Background Reading (posted on August 22nd) 
 
In this chapter you will receive access to both a short (accessible) reading and a long (academic) 
reading on the module topic, plus some further advised readings if you wish to explore the topic 
in more depth. There will be a pre-reading and post-reading task provided for each. (30 mins) 
 
 
Chapter Three:  Webinar (September 14th) 
 
The course leader will then host a live webinar on our topic and introduce the task for you to 
develop in the next chapter. Details will be posted on the Google Class ‘Forum’ so you can register 
for this webinar (it will also be recorded and shared in the class for those unable to attend). (1 hr) 
 
 
Chapter Four:  Practical Activity (September 14th – September 30th) 
 
In this chapter you will be tasked with designing and implementing a practical activity in your 
teaching context (you will have a couple of weeks to complete it so don’t worry). There will also 
be an opportunity to participate in a community-based peer review activity afterwards, to both 
give and receive feedback on each other’s projects. (1.5 hrs) 
 
 
Chapter Five:   Reflections  
 
In this final chapter you will need to complete a short online reflective task, drawing on all of the 
work done throughout the module. (30 mins) 
 
 
Completion 
 
We will wrap up with feedback and provide a certificate of participation for the module. 
 
 
If you are interested in developing thinking skills in your classroom…  

REGISTER NOW 

https://forms.gle/hiYdD9tRu5d5k1Fm7

